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U.S. Army Officers Helped Private Group

in Salvador

‘Assistanoe‘ is composed primarily of

Salvador became actively involved i Vietnam veterans from Alabama, Ten-

during the last year in helping a group
of private Americans donate military
equipment to the Salvadoran armed
forces, according to Defense Depart-
ment documents,

The involvement, more extensive
than previously reported, included in-
troducing the leader of the private
group to the general staff of the Salva-
doran Army, encouraging the Amer-
icans to send equipment, delivering the
matériel to the Salvadoran Army and
acting, in general, as a channel be-
tween the Americans and the Salvado-
rans.

According to the documents and Ad-
ministration officials, much of the liai-
son work was handled by Maj. Charles
A. McAnarey, the chief United States
logistics officer in El Salvador.

A spokesman for the United States
Embassy in E! Salvader, Donald R.
Hamilton, while confirming that Amer-
ican military officers had assisted the
private group, said today that there

,‘‘was nothing inappropriate or unethi-
cal about their conduct.”

‘A Friendly Act’

were doing a friendly act for & friendly
government and there’s nothing wrong
with American officials helping them
get in contact with the Salvadoran Gov-
ernment. We help all kinds of people
; make all kinds of contacts.” *A

Federal law and Defense Depart-
ment policy prohibit American mili-
tary officers from acting in any ca-
pacity as an agent for a private organi-
zation or corporation. But Mr. Hamil-
ton said that Major McAnarey’s efforts
to assist the American group were not
barred by law or policy.

A number of current and former
American ambassadors said that
United States military officers sta-
toned in embassies were usually dis-
couraged from helping private groups
i sell, donate or transfer military equip-
i ment to foreign governments. The am-
. bassadors said this was to avoid getting

the officers, and by extension the
United States, entangled in private
arms deals that might be illegal or be
contrary to American interests.

i Two members of the private, anti-
! Communist group involved in El Salva-
i dor were killed last week when their
i belicopter was shot down in Nicaragua.
' The group, known as Civilian Military

He added: “‘The private Americans -

nessee and Mississippi. It has given ad-
vice and military equipment to Nicara-
guan rebels as well as the Salvadoran
armed forces, according to its leaders.
C.I.A. Agents, Nicaragua Says

The Reagan Adminjstration_bas
denijed that the group’s support of the

“rebels was in any way connected with

_the_Central Intelligence Agency’s aid
to the insurgents. Nicaragua has
charged. 1hal ihe fwo Arnericans who

were killed were
the ‘Admimstration has turned to pn-
Vale groups to belp the Tebels as off-
‘cial aid has” diminished ~in~ recént.
months because of Congressional oppo-

sition.

Democrats in Congress called today

for an investigation into the role of
Civilian Military Assistance in Nicara-
. gua. Senator Patrick J. Leahy, the Ver-
| mont Democrat who is a member of the
Senate Select Committee on Intelli-
; gence, said he would ask the panel to
look into whether the helicopter that
was shot down on Saturday took off
from Honduran airfields built or con-
trolled by the United States.

Mr. Leahy said that if Americans
were being allowed to launch combat
operations into Nicaragua from air-
fields at Jamastran or Aquacate the ac-
tion would be contrary to assurances
given to Congress.

The involvement of the United States
Military Advisory Group in El Salva-
dor with Civilian Military Assistance

began last October when the leader of .
the private organization, Thomas V. '
Posey of Decatur, Ala., visited El Sal- |
vador, according to the Pentagon docu-

ments.
Officers Arranged Meeting

The documents, which include copies
of letters sent to Mr. Posey by Major
McAnarey after the October visit, show
that American military officers ar-
ranged a meeting for Mr. Posey with
the Chief of Staff of the Salvadoran
Army, Col. Mario Reyes Mena, and
other Salvadoran officers. i

In a letter dated Nov. 11, after Mr.
Posey had returned to Alabama, Major
McAnarey said that the offer of mili-
tary equipment ‘““was not frivolously
considered’’ by the Salvadoran general

. staff. The letter added that the Military
Advisory Group had prepared a letter
for Mr. Posey to submit to the Salvado-
ran military listing the items his group
was prepared to donate. Mr. Hamilton
said an aide to Major McAnarey had
translated the letter, originally drafted
by Mr. Posey, into Spanish.

C.1.A agents and that |

On Jan. 24, Major McAnarey wrote
again to Mr. Posey. The letter notified

Mr. Posey that the military equipment

donated by Civilian Military Assist-
ance had arrived in El Salvador and
was ‘‘greatly appreciated by the El Sal-
vador Army."”’

Any further contributions, also,
would be appreciated,’ the letter con-

-tinued.

Major McAnarey alsc wrote that he
was prohibited by law and embassy
policy from acting as an agent for Mr.
Posey or his group.

Mr. Hamilton said that Civilian Mili-
tary Assistance had sent about a dozen
boxes of military equipment to Major

McAnarey. |

i | “We will present our position on the '

raggressive policies of the American
Government before the Security Coun-
cil,” said Carlos Nufiez, a member of
“the nine-man ruling Sandinista direc-
- torate.

i A United Nations spokesman in New
York said the Security Council would
imeet Friday in response to a request

‘submitted Wednesday by the Nicara- -

'guan chargé d'affaires, Julio Icaza
{Gallard.

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/26 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000303570096-0



